AFTER   EVEREST
track, and pay a brief visit to them in the dusk, leaving
medicine where we can, and the assurance that we will go
there first thing in the morning.
We dare not eat with our hands covered with cholera
germs, but a good wash in permanganate drives away the
danger, and the bread and plantains we have brought with
us are soon washed down with coco-nut-water or coffee.
On the way back we distribute our medicine along the
roadside and see a few more cases in the gathering dark-
ness, and in due course we arrive home in Neyyoor—to a
well-earned rest ? Not a bit of it; for there are the hos-
pital patients to see and the operations to arrange for
to-morrow. A large Medical Mission cannot be left entirely
to itself, even for cholera ; so to-morrow I am to do opera-
tions, and one of our keen young Indian doctors will do
the cholera, with two orderlies. He did it very well, and
saw over seventy new cases in the district we had spotted
on the previous day, and his one comment as he reported
progress to me in the evening was, " Sir, it is pathetic."
Next day I am for the road with the two nursing order-
lies and a larger stock of drugs than ever. The first thing
to do is to visit the villages we went to see two days ago,
and this we do straight away. But what a change ! The
houses are open; some of the men are working in the
fields ; some are sad and bereaved, but the listless, awed
look has gone. We are greeted by the lads of the village"
running out to meet us and offering to carry our things.
We see people going from one house to another, and no
longer shutting themselves in and their neighbours out.
Why is all this ? Simply because they now have hope.
Before, they were left to themselves. They could not fight
the devils single-handed ; so they just gave it up as a bad
job and shut themselves up, resigned to fate. But now
help has come. Many of the cases we had treated two days
before have got better; several have died, it is true, but
not many, far fewer than had died three or four days
ago when they had no help and no interest. We find the
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